
The Water Partnership for 
Nor th west  Mi ssour i      
recently released a report 
outlining the results of its 
first phase of research   
toward securing long-term 
sustainable water sources 
for the communities of 

northwest Missouri. 

The report highlighted the 
partnershipôs plan that 
would connect seven    
regional water hubs           
ï existing water  treatment      
systems ï through a series 
of water transmission 
mains originating from the     
Missouri River alluvial; the 
regionôs best option for 
reliable source water. The 
plan is referred to by the 
partnership as Sketch No. 
7. If implemented, Sketch 

No. 7 would link seven 
hubs to the Atchison 
County Wholesale Water 
Commissionsô proposed 
new plant and the Missouri 

American Water Company 

 

 

 

plant in St. Joseph. The 
hubs are existing municipal 
and private water systems 
chosen because of their 
ability to meet current  
customer needs as well as 
the needs of neighboring 
communities. Identified 
hubs are Camer on,      
Beth an y,  Mar yvi l l e ,     
Missouri American Water 
Company, Middle Fork 
Water Company (Gentry 

County), Plattsburg and 
Savannah. Hub systems 
would continue to be    
responsible for serving 
their own customers, as 
would other local systems 
that might be supplied by 

the hubs. 

Harlan Higginbotham, 
chairman for the group 
says, ñThe beauty of 
Sketch No.7 is that it 
would build upon our top 
water treatment systems 
and keep the local water 
distribution systems in 
business. The region would 
be less susceptible to 
dr ou gh t  an d oth er          
interruptions of service and 
create new .  . .  

Continued on page 7. 

Water Partnership Releases Report  

Workforce Development Programs 

Can Help Qualified Individuals Withé 

...the creation/revision of 

resumes and cover letters; 

éworkshops on a variety of job 

search techniques; 

éinterview preparation; 

éidentifying their career interests; 

éjob search; 

écosts associated with attending 

school.  

For more information, contact Kim 

Mildward, Director of Workforce 

Development, at kim@nwmorcog.org 

In just over two years, the 
United States Government 
will recognize Census Day: 
April 1st, 2010. From a 
figurative standpoint, this 
is the day when the        
constitutionally-mandated 
decennial census of the 
country will take place. In 

actuality, the process for 
getting an accurate count of 
our nationôs population 
started many months ago, 
and work will continue 
well past the 4/1/2010   
dateline. One of our 
priorities at the Regional 
Council is to ensure that 

our region is accurately 
counted in the 2010 

Census. 

Census data is absolutely 
crucial for rural America, 
and northwest Missouri.  
Each year, $200 billion in 
federal funds . . . 
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Did You Know? 



Each year, the Northwest 
Missouri Regional Solid 
Waste Management District 
(NWMOSWMD) sponsors a 
tire collection in cooperation 
with the regionôs county 
commissions. Each county 
provides a location for the 
collection, machinery, and 
labor to help make the      
collections a success. The 
Eleventh Annual Waste Tire 
Collections were held in  
Atchison, Gentry, Nodaway, 

and Worth Counties this fall. 

The collections were a huge 
success, bringing in over one 
hundred tons of scrap tires in 
just four days. The waste tire 

collections are funded by a 
Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (MoDNR) 

grant that encourages waste 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 r e d u c t i o n .  T h e 
NWMOSWMD targets tires 
each year as a waste         
reduction project because of 
the many negative impacts of 

illegally dumped tires.     
According to the MoDNR 
website, an environment free 
of scrap tires is important to 
the public health of all     
Missouri citizens. Scrap tires 
harbor mosquitoes, snakes 
and other vermin. Without 
these collections each year, 
northwest Missouri would 
see a higher rate of illegally 
dumped tires in the landfills 
and ditches. Thank you to all 
of the commissioners and 
county employees who came 
out to throw tires; you      
collected 5,888 tires this 
year! These collections 
would not be possible     
without all of your hard 

work.  
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Solid Waste District Holds Annual Tire Collections  

From the Director  
an  imp or tan t  pu b l i c 

in frastructure pr oject .       

Unfortunately, we believe 

that both undercounts and 
inaccurate reporting have 

occurred in northwest      

Missouri in the past, leading 

to a decreased ability to    

garner state and federal funds 

necessary to provide vital 

community services. 

State and federal funding is 

only one piece of the Census 

puzzle, however. Population 

counts are also used to     

reapportion local voting 

wards and state and federal 

congressional districts, as 

well as redistribute federal 

electoral votes. There is 

speculation that Missouri 

could lose a U.S. House of 
Representatives seat after the 

2010   Census.  To that end, it 

is the   responsibility of all 

levels of government in our 

state to ensure an accurate 

count of the people, and 

thereby retain our nine     

congressional seats in    

Washington D.C. 

As you have likely heard, the 

2010 Census has begun with 

the Local Update of Census 

Addresses (LUCA). We   

encourage all of our cities 

and counties to participate in 

the LUCA process, and in the 
other upcoming Census    

act i v i t i es .  For  mor e 

information on the 2010 

Census,  contact our office at 

(660) 582-5121 or the Kansas 

City Regional Census Office 

at (800) 728-4748. 

Continued from page 1. 

. . are distributed throughout 

the country based on census 

data. Many of the programs 

we administer ï Community 

Development Block Grant 

(CDBG), USDA Grant     

Programs, DNR Grant and 

Loan Funds ï determine   

either program eligibility or 

grant caps based on 
populat ion  and other 

demographic information.  

For example, water and 

wastewater grants through 

CDBG are limited to $5,000 

per household, and an entire 

community is eligible only if 

51% of the population is 

designated low-to-moderate 

income, as determined by 

Census. It takes no great 

stretch of the imagination to 
see how an undercount or 

inaccurate sample could skew 

the Census results enough 

that a small community 

would become ineligible for 

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  

Nodaway County tire collection.  

October 20, 2007 

Be sure to visit our 

website for the 

latest happenings 

around northwest 

Missouri! 

www.nwmorcog.org 

Tye Parsons,  

Executive Director 
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Living in a rural region, it is 

easy to understand the 

difficulties elderly, disabled, 

and low income patients/   
   clients can 

                 face when 

                 trying to 

                 f i n d          

public transportation options. 

Oftentimes, these individuals 

cannot find a source of public 

transportation from their 

homes to vital services. In an 

effort to fill the gap caused 

by a lack of public 
transportation in the rural 

areas, the latest federal 

transportation legislation 

requires that every region 

have an officially-adopted 

public transit ï human     

service transportation plan     

(PT-HST). The Northwest      

Missouri Regional Council of 

Governments has contracted 

w i t h  t h e  M i s s o u r i 

Department of Transportation 

to create a PT-HST for      

northwest Missouri. 

The PT-HST plan is a new 

requirement for local 

transportation organizations 

to be eligible to access 

federal transit funding. With 

an   approved PT-HST plan, 

three federally funded 

programs become available 

to northwest Missouri:  

FTA Section 5310, which 

provides assistance for the 
transportation of elderly and 

disabled individuals; 

FTA Section 5316 - Job   

Access  and  Reverse      
Commute (JARC) program, 

which enables low-income 
individuals to commute to 

work; 

FTA Section 5317, or the 

New Freedom Program, 

which provides funding to 
organizations which go 

a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d 

transportation requirements 
set forth by the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

This fall, the Regional   

Council met with a planning 

group to discuss current   

public transportation options, 

gaps in the coverage, and 

solutions to fill those gaps. 

The planning group was   

vital in developing a        

comprehensive and effective 

public transit ï human     

service transportation plan 
for northwest Missouri. The 

plan is expected to be       

approved by the end of    

December, allowing the   

region to access those federal 

programs. If you have any 

questions about the mobility 

plan or these funding options, 

please contact Amy Stoner at 

amy@nwmorcog.org. 
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Work Continues on Regional Mobility Plan  

Blueprint for Safety team 
recently gave free pizza 
coupons to students who 
were buckled up leaving 
school, while students who 
were not buckled up were 

treated to Dum Dum suckers. 

Each Hal loween,  the 
Regional Council participates 
in the trick-or-treat festivities 
for downtown Maryville, and 
this year over 600 goblins 
came in for special ñArrive 
Aliveò goodies. The Regional 
Council even had a special 
Buckle Up pumpkin at the 
door for trick-or-treaters this 
year. This is an exciting 
program and a fun way to 
encourage children to buckle 

up and arrive alive. 

on Missouriôs roadways to 
less than 1,000 by 2008. To 
achieve this goal, many 
programs are implemented  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
each year to encourage 
students, parents, and area 

residents to buckle up . 

Many schools participate in 
the ñBattle of the Beltò, a 
statewide competition to see 
which school can increase 
seat belt usage the most. 
Northwest Missouriôs 

RCOG Wants Area Kids to ñArrive Aliveò 

Over 600 kids 

visited the Regional 

Council during 

Halloween to hear 

why itõs important to 

Buckle Up (and get 

some candy!) 

The Great Northwest Day at 
the Capitol will be held    
February 5th and 6th, 2008.  

The event, now in its sixth year, 
is a coordinated effort by the 

cit ies and counties of 
northwest Missouri to raise 

awareness of legislative   

issues important to our part of 
t h e s t a te .  Fo r  mo re           

information, including how to 
register for the event, visit 

Mark your Calendar for 

Great Northwest Day! 

The Missouri Blueprint for 
Safety team works hard each 
year to reduce the number of 
fatalities on Missouriôs 
roadways. The Blueprintôs 
goal is to reduce fatal injuries 


